Are you in need of new luggage, and your local luggage and

department stores don't have what you're looking for? I

understand your problem. I'm a picky buyer, and I want

exactly what I want; however, there is an almost infinite

range of luggage variations possible, and I'm not just

talking about color and materials and sizes. If you can

think of a feature or style you'd like to have, there is

probably someone out there who makes exactly what you want -

from soft-sided to bullet-proof. But what brick-and-mortar

store could carry the inventory of every possibility?

Although I didn't think buying luggage online was a

workable option, I started researching online just to get

an idea of what's available. I hoped that by searching

online I could define what luggage I'd get if it were

possible to find pieces that fit my needs ideally. I didn't

plan to actually buy the luggage online for a couple of

reasons: I figured the shipping would be too expensive and

I wasn't sure that what was represented online would

translate accurately to the real pieces delivered to my

door. But, I did select and buy some luggage online, and

have been very gratified with the result of having exactly

what I wanted. In the process, though, I realized some

things to consider when buying luggage, or any other item,

online.

Many times you can get the best prices online, especially

if you purchase directly from the manufacturer. Just be

aware of shipping costs. Shipping can be outrageous from

many online stores, unless, of course, you order a product

above a specific price. Your luggage purchases will usually

qualify for free shipping according to these rules. So,

really it won't cost you any more than it would to buy the

luggage in a store. In addition, the luggage is delivered

directly to your home, which is helpful if you need a lot

of luggage and own a small car. The only drawback may be

the length of time you have to wait for your luggage; many

times two or three weeks will pass between the purchase and

receipt of your luggage.

Begin your online search with a list or description of the

specific features your luggage must have, and add some

"dream" features you'd like to have if you can find them.

By having specifics in mind, you're search will be smoother

and quicker. Specifics will help you focus your search and

will help you recognize what you want when you see it.

Also, a list of specifics will help prevent you from making

an impulse buy of something that really doesn't suit your

objectives.

To get started with defining your ideal luggage, consider

the following:

~ How often will you use it (so that you know how durable

it needs to be)? Will it be used every week on business or

a few times a year for family vacations?

~ What material should the pieces be made of: cloth or

leather, hard sides or soft?

~ Would you prefer to put together individually selected

items specific to your traveling style, or would you prefer

a matched set with the basics from overnight bag to wheeled

cases?

~ Should you get a few large luggage items, or should you

get several smaller pieces for different occasions?

With an idea of how online luggage shopping works, you can

now go out and find the perfect luggage for your needs!

Remember to check several different websites so that you

can find the best price and shipping options. Good luck,

and happy traveling.

